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Progress on Inclusion of Oral Health Practitioners as ACC Treatment Providers

The New Zealand Oral Health Association (NZOHA) is calling for urgent action to fix a long-
standing regulatory gap that prevents Oral Health Therapists and Dental Therapists from being
recognised as approved ACC treatment providers.

Following a recent meeting with Labour Party ACC spokesperson Camilla Belich, NZOHA is
encouraged that this issue is gaining political attention. Ms Belich expressed her support for
progressing a solution.

“This is not a minor technicality — it is a barrier preventing thousands of New Zealanders from
accessing timely, affordable dental trauma care,” said Anna Holyoake, NZOHA President “Every
week patients are being turned away or forced to pay out-of-pocket because the current
regulations do not allow our skilled practitioners to provide ACC-funded treatment. This must
change.”

NZOHA will now take the issue to Parliament’'s Regulations Review Committee, as
recommended by Ms Belich, and is urging the Government to act swiftly.

“ACC was established to provide fair and equitable treatment for all New Zealanders,” said Anna.
“Excluding Oral Health Therapists and Dental Therapists makes no sense - clinically, ethically, or
economically. We are ready to work with decision-makers to resolve this without delay.”

NZOHA is commmitted to keeping pressure on until this regulatory oversight is corrected and
patients can receive the right care, from the right practitioner, at the right time.
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